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Jos VANDENBREEDEN  

Architecture Archive - Sint-Lukasarchief VZW     

    

     

Main strands:

1. Women Artists and Artisans of Art Nouveau

1. The Eye of an Era: Art Nouveau Interpretations of the Feminine

1. x The New Frontiers: Unveiling Art Nouveau Cities 

1. Research and Doctoral Theses in Progress  
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Unknown Art Nouveau. The diaspora from Belgium, France and Catalonia to 
Blankenberge, Onze-Lieve-Vrouw Waver, Liège, Kiev, … and from Antwerp to 
Kinshasa. 
    

A second generation of art nouveau architects, the followers of the 
international pioneers of Art Nouveau, have realised a true diaspora of the Art 
Nouveau in the World. In Belgium is the city of Blankenberge on the Belgian 
Coast a masterpiece of art nouveau architecture and arts and crafts. Between 
Brussels and Antwerp, a school building from around 1900 in Onze-Lieve-
Vrouw Waver, shows us how the children lived in an artistic environment. The 
city of Liège has a unknown heritage on art nouveau buildings, inspired by the 
architect Paul Hankar. In Kiev the architect Wladyslaw Horodecky built his 
own house in the spirit of  Antoni Gaudi. A 4-story prefabricated cast-iron Art 
Nouveau structure, transported by boat from Antwerp to Kinshasa becomes in 
1914 the Hotel A.B.C., the Association Belgo-Congolaise. 
    !
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Jos Vandenbreeden,  architect and professor emeritus at the Department of 

Architecture Sint-Lucas Brussels and Ghent (Belgium). He restored for 

instance the Solvay house (1894-1902, Unesco World Heritage since 2000) in 

Brussels, designed by Victor Horta, the Art Deco Basilica Koekelberg 

(Brussels), three villas in Blankenberge reconverted as Belle-Epoque Center. 

He is director of the research center and the archives “Architecture Archive – 

Sint-Lukasarchief” in Brussels. Many publications on Belgian Art Nouveau 

architecture, the 19th Century, Art Deco and Modernism. 
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